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English 9 Honors 

Summer Homework 
 
For your summer homework, you will be reading two coming of age novels of literary 
merit. Since you will be tested the first week of school, it is recommended that you read 
the novels closely. A close reading consists of your knowledge and observations from 
the following questions: 

 What is the setting of the novel?  
 Who are the major characters, and how are they characterized?  
 What type of characters are they (round, flat, dynamic, protagonist, 

antagonist)?  
 What are the conflicts? How are they important to the plot?  
 What is a major and minor theme found in the novel?   

 
For the exam, expect general reading comprehension questions, inferential questions, 
and short essay response questions.  

 
Book #1  
A Separate Peace by John Knowles   
An American classic and great bestseller for over thirty years, A Separate Peace is 
timeless in its description of adolescence during a period when the entire country was 
losing its innocence to World War II. Set at a boys' boarding school in New England 
during the early years of World War II, A Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous 
parable of the dark side of adolescence. Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. 
Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil athlete. What happens between the two 
friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their    

world.  
 

Book #2  
The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver  
Feisty Marietta Greer changes her name to "Taylor" when her car runs out of gas in 
Taylorville, Ill. By the time she reaches Oklahoma, this strong-willed young Kentucky 
native with a quick tongue and an open mind is catapulted into a surprising new life. 
Taylor leaves home in a beat-up '55 Volkswagen bug, on her way to nowhere in 
particular, savoring her freedom. But when a forlorn Cherokee woman drops a baby in 
Taylor's passenger seat and asks her to take it, she does. A first novel, The Bean Trees 
is an overwhelming delight, as random and unexpected as real life. The unmistakable 
voice of its irresistible heroine is whimsical, yet deeply insightful. Taylor playfully 

names her little foundling "Turtle," because she clings with an unrelenting, reptilian grip; at the same 
time, Taylor aches at the thought of the silent, staring child's past suffering. With Turtle in tow, Taylor 
lands in Tucson, Ariz., with two flat tires and decides to stay. The desert climate, landscape and 
vegetation are completely foreign to Taylor, and in learning to love Arizona, she also comes face to face 
with its rattlesnakes and tarantulas. Similarly, Taylor finds that motherhood, responsibility and 
independence are thorny, if welcome, gifts. This funny, inspiring book is a marvelous affirmation of risk-
taking, commitment and everyday miracles. 
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